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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

It’s been a year!!  It’s been a year of growth for our students at the Henry Fork Center, a year of 

change for my daughters, and a year of uncertainty here in the United States of America.  I was 

privileged to attend the Crawford Memorial UMC in MA with my best friend the Sunday after 

the shootings in San Bernardino, CA.  The pastor closed the service by “claiming the promise 

found in Isaiah 40,” and I’m ready to claim that promise as well. 

 

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends 

of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  He 

gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak…those who hope in the Lord 

will renew their strength.”         Isaiah 40:28-31a. 

 

The promise of renewal sounds wonderful to me.  Henry Fork Service Center had a very busy 

summer program and is finishing up the first semester of the Afterschool program.  Our 

elementary program is almost full, and we have between 50-55 students from 3:00-5:00 each 

afternoon. The Christian Education program has focused on children’s books with Christian 

values, and we have introduced many wonderful books and concepts to our students.  Our 

Program Director and 6 part-time teachers have read The Giving Tree, Mama Do you Love Me?, 

The Paper Bag Princess, Still My Grandma, Miss Tizzy, and many others, and have shared the 

values of giving, love of family and extended family, different cultures, and building community 

throughout the fall. 

 

Henry Fork Center welcomed our US-2 missionary Christina Trajer in August.  Christina is 

working with our Middle School and High School students, and she and co-teacher Sam Grant 

are moving the program from a class to groups of older students who learn, serve, and play 

together.  They come to the Center for Christian education one day each week, participate in 

service projects once a week, and have fun on Friday.  They have hiked, bowled, skated, played 

games at Chuck E. Cheese, and played basketball in the Activity Building, and are looking 

forward to riding go-carts in January.  They have also worked at food pantries and feeding sites, 

socialized dogs and cats at Planned Pethood, and spent afternoons and built relationships at one 

of the local nursing homes. 

 

Henry Fork Center participated in the Smith Mountain Lake Charity Home Tour as a major 

fundraiser for the first time this fall.  We enjoyed meeting many people who live and work 

around Smith Mountain Lake, and were blessed by our homeowners and the Charity Home Tour 

volunteers. It was certainly a learning experience and we appreciate all those who made the event 

and the donations possible. 
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My family has also been very busy.  Jessica graduated from Franklin County High School in 

June, worked as one of the HFSC teachers during our summer program, and departed for 

Birmingham Southern College in Alabama in mid-August.  She is enjoying the BSC community, 

plays in the band, pledged and joined Zeta Tau Alpha sorority, and is pursuing a degree in 

“something science.” We are grateful for AmTrak which runs from Birmingham to Lynchburg, 

VA, and are learning to enjoy our short breaks together. 

 

Sara participated in the Connections 21 Internship program with the Virginia UMC Annual 

Conference staff this summer, and is completing her senior year at Emory and Henry College.  

She announced her engagement to Andrew Jones of Blacksburg, VA; they have set a wedding 

date of July 1, 2016.  Sara will graduate with a degree in Sociology and Civic Innovation, and is 

trying to determine on which career path she will begin. 

 

I am enjoying the quiet time at home, and staying active in a variety of ways.  Our Golden 

Retriever Strider had a health scare in September, but he has recovered and still needs walks at 

least twice a day.  I continue to work with the youth at Redwood UMC, and am grateful that they 

have welcomed four students from Henry Fork Center into their group. I began playing the hand 

bells with the Rocky Mount UMC last winter, and enjoy both practice and performances.  I 

continue to read, cross-stitch, walk at the Franklin County parks, and participate in Rocky Mount 

Rotary activities and service projects. 

 

Your gifts through the Covenant and Supporting Church program and other Advance Specials 

enable my ministry to “make God’s love visible in our community” possible. Thank you for your 

prayers, your gifts, and your partnership in ministry with the Henry Fork Service Center.  May 

you experience the strength of the everlasting God and the peace and hope that come through the 

gift of the Christ Child. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 

Lisa Nichols 
Church and Community Worker 
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