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 Thank you for your cards and letters sent on the occasions of my birthday and Easter, and 

for your financial support through Global Ministries. I am so grateful for our partnership in 

ministry through the Advance and the Prayer Calendar, and cannot thank you enough for your 

prayers for me, my ministry, and the ministry of Henry Fork Service Center. 

 “The Lord said to Moses on Mount Sinai, ‘Say to the people of Israel, when you come 

into the land which I give you, the land shall keep a sabbath to the Lord.  Six years you shall sow 

your field, and six years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in its fruits; but in the seventh 

year that shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the Lord; you shall not sow 

your field or prune your vineyard.’”  Leviticus 25: 1-4 

 Winter is traditionally fallow time. It's time for the soil to not grow things - to lie fallow, 

rejuvenate, and prepare for the spring and summer. Winter used to be fallow time for humans - 

time when getting out of the house and away from property was difficult, so people stayed inside 

and made music, played games, sewed, quilted, worked with wood, and let their minds rest, plan, 

and dream. 

 Winter used to be fallow time in mission projects. Weather made travel difficult, so teams 

did not visit. Working around the mission site was difficult, so work was done inside. Plans were 

made, dreams were dreamed, and workers relaxed a little bit and rested. 

 Henry Fork Center doesn't have much fallow time. Working with the school system for 

almost 50 years meant that we had children in preschool in the morning, students for afterschool, 

summer program, and not much time in-between. With the loss of preschool in 2015, our staff is 

enjoying having mornings to dream, prepare, and plan. We are looking beyond the next day to 

summer, fall, and possibilities for projects and programs. We have a chance to think through 

possibilities, to explore options, to create quality for the 70-80 students we expect this summer. 

 The good news is that God is in the midst of fallow, planting, and harvest times. The 

Holy Spirit inspires and empowers the planning, the activities, and the harvest. In the Leviticus 

passage, God desires rest for soil, animals, and people, and commands 

a rest for the earth every seven years. As we take advantage of the 

fallow times, may we be empowered to be in ministry, to make God’s 

love visible in our community, and to serve the children, youth, and 

adults living and working around us in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Grace to you, and peace, 

 

Lisa Nichols, 

Church and Community Worker 

Deaconess 

 

 

 Seedlings in the window waiting to be transplanted in 2015;  
Emily planting sugar snap peas in 2016 

mailto:lisaanichols@cs.com

