
 

 

Our Vision: 

To make God’s love visible in the Henry 

Fork community by being a positive  

Christian presence. 

  A U G U S T  2 0 2 2 

Find out more about the ministries of the Henry Fork Service Center at www.henryforkcenter.org,  

henryforkcenter@gmail.com, or 540-483-2819. We look forward to hearing from you! 

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM JESSICA 
     “Only in Heaven will we know exactly what Heaven is like.”—Billy Graham 

 We talk about Heaven a lot.  We explain death to children by saying the person 
has gone to Heaven.  We learn that Jesus ascended into Heaven.  We know Heaven is 
where God “lives.”  But what do we really know about Heaven?  We’ve never been 
there, so we can only guess.  We have to wait for our own entry to know for sure. 
 I asked the children attending the Henry Fork Summer program what they 
think Heaven looks like.  I told them that we each have our own vision and there were 
no wrong answers.  Some of the answers were: 
 “Everyone is nice to everyone else.”—Cole, age 6 
 “There are people walking with Jesus.”—Jack, age 6 
 “It has a big castle with flowers and trees.”—Sara, age 8 
 “It looks like a neighborhood, like living another life, but better.”—Edward, age 9 
 “There are white skies, clouds, and lots of angels.”—Juan, age 10 
 “It is plain yet fulfilling, comforting but not extravagant.”—Rick, age 14 
And my personal favorite:  “It’s magic, just magic.”—Timmy, age 6. 
 Many answers were very similar.  I heard gates and clouds and angels.  Many of the children saw fields of 
green and flowers.  The one commonality with almost all of the answers was peaceful.  It’s amazing that, no 
matter how much of the bad in this world there is, the one thing we all long for is peace.  Even children look to 
Heaven to find that peace. 
 I don’t know exactly what to expect when I first step into Heaven.  Maybe there will be clouds and    
pastures. Perhaps it is a castle.  Streets of gold?  That’s a possibility.  Reuniting with loved ones who have gone 
before us?  I hope so!  Two things I think the children have absolutely correct are peace and, as Timmy so aptly 
put it, magic.  I can’t picture Heaven as anything but peaceful.  As for the concept of magic, it is not like what 

we see or read on TV or in books.  No spells or potions.  It’s more a feeling.  
The magic and wonder of the power of our Lord.  Anything is possible 
through Him.  He can do all things and that’s enough to humble us all and 
allow us to radiate in His “magic.” 
 Whatever Heaven looks like, there is one certainty.  When my time 
comes, I will look forward too entering into the presence of God.  To spend 
eternity in peace is something we can all aspire to.  I know I plan to live as 
best I can to ensure I am privileged enough to one day learn what Heaven 
truly looks like. 
 

 
  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
1)  Assist with beautification of the campus (weeding flower beds, painting, mowing, etc.) 
2) Birthday party goodies each month.  Cupcakes or other treats for 50 students and staff. 
3) Lead a special craft or activity with students. 

If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, please email henryforkcenter@gmail.com or call the office at 540-
483-2819 .  Please provide your first and last name and the email address you would like your newsletter sent to. 
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Our Mission is to share God’s love with the children, youth and adults in the Henry Fork  

community  by  nurturing and  transforming the mind, body, and spirit. 

Christian Education News 
       We have finished a wonderful summer at Henry Fork Center and begun a new 
school year.  We had so much fun over the last few weeks and are looking forward to a 
fun-filled year ahead. 
 This summer our theme was “Jesus is Our Anchor.”  The children looked at stories 
that show how connected we are to Jesus.  Some of the stories included Jesus Walks on 
Water, Jesus Calms the Storm, Jesus and Zacchaeus, The Woman at the Well, and Mary 
Washes Jesus’s Feet.  The children enjoyed the crafts and games that went along with 
these stories, and more.  They also had a good time with the various academic activities.  
The students made Elephant Toothpaste, Ice Cream in a Bag, and designed their own 
flags for their imaginary country.  We were able to enjoy trips hiking at local parks and 
swimming, as well as end of summer celebratory trips to Mill Mountain Zoo and Splash 
Valley Water Park.  We are already looking forward to next summer! 
 The school year has started with a bang!  We have many returning to us, as well as 
a few new faces.  Everyone is enjoying being back in the building and are anxious to see 
what is in store for them this fall.  We will be studying the Old Testament prophets.      
Stories will include Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Hosea, and Zephaniah, to name a few.  The 
staff are working on finding activities and games to go along with these  stories. 
 Thank you to everyone who has given their time and talents to make our           
program the success it is.  We could not do this without you!  God’s blessings to 
each and every one of you. 

Items we can use: 
Postage stamps 
Mailing labels 

Envelopes 

Paper towels 
Paper cups, plates 

Plastic forks, 
spoons 

Birthday gifts for 

all ages  
Trash bags (13, 30, 

39 gallon) 
Industrial can 

opener 
Kitchen knives 

(peelers, slicers, 
large slicers) 

Pictures: 1st page top—Working together to build towers.         
Bottom—Students roasted marshmallows and enjoyed s'mores.  
2nd page left—2nd-4th graders “monkeying” around.  Middle—5th-
9th graders participate in music during VBS.  Right—PreK-1st 
graders hiking at Waid Park. 


