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Our Vision: 

To make God’s love visible in the Henry 

Fork community by being a positive  

Christian presence. 

  J U L Y  2 0 2 1 

Find out more about the ministries of the Henry Fork Service Center at www.henryforkcenter.org,  

henryforkcenter@gmail.com, or 540-483-2819. We look forward to hearing from you! 

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM JESSICA 
     “But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.”—Luke 2:19 
  

 I have often wondered exactly what Mary pondered as she 
gazed upon her newborn son.  She knew He was destined for great 
things, but did she know just how great?  Did she have even an ink-
ling of the wonders He would demonstrate?  As a mother, I can’t im-
agine the thoughts and feelings running through her head and heart 
like wildfire.  It is mind-boggling. 
 At Henry Fork Center, our students are able to participate in 
programming until they enter high school.  Most summers, we say 
goodbye to one or two of our youth as they “graduate” from our 
program.  This summer is a bit more unique because we have 3 
graduates, all who have grown up at Henry Fork Center since early childhood.  One of the graduates is a 3rd 
generation participant in our programs, a very unique situation!  It is difficult to say goodbye, but we know the-
se 3 are bound for great things.  All 3 have younger siblings still involved in our programs, so at least it is not a 
complete goodbye, and there is comfort in that thought. 
 I ponder the lives our graduates will lead as, I imagine, Mary pondered her son.  Where will they be in 5 
years?  Ten years?  What careers will they pursue?  Will they remember their Henry Fork roots?  The list goes on.  
It is especially different for me this year since one of the graduates is my son and the other 2 are close friends of 
his that I have watched grow over the years.  The questions become more personal and the looming departure 
becomes more bittersweet. 
 I can’t help but appreciate the situation Mary was in, both at Christ’s birth and then His death.  Wonder-
ing what He will become and then having to say goodbye and let God’s plan take shape.  I know God also has 
a plan for our graduates, as well as for all of our children.  I can’t wait to see what is in store for their futures.  I 
will take a leaf out of Mary’s book and continue to ponder these things in my heart as I say “See you later” to 
our 3 youth as they go out into the world.  Our thoughts, prayers, and hopes for a successful future will follow 
them on their paths in life.  I hope their faith remains strong and their feet return to us for many, many visits.  
Watching our children grow in Christ and succeed in life, makes our everyday tasks at Henry Fork Center worth 
every moment.  As hard as it is to see them go, we are proud of their accomplishments. 

  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
1)  Assist with beautification of the 

campus (weeding flower beds, 
painting, mowing, etc.) 

2) Birthday party goodies each 
month.  Cupcakes or other treats 
for 70 students and staff. 

3) Lead a special craft or activity 
with students. 

If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, please let us know.  You may call the office at 540-483-2819 or send 
an email to henryforkcenter@gmail.com.  Please provide your first and last name and the email address you would like 
your newsletter sent to. 

New Mailing Address 
Please note our new mailing address is: 

Henry Fork Service Center 

71 Sandridge Rd. 
Rocky Mount, VA 24151. 
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Our Mission is to share God’s love with the children, youth and adults in the Henry Fork  

community  by  nurturing and  transforming the mind, body, and spirit. 

Christian Education News 
       
 Time has flown and we have completed our New Testament journey in the 
afterschool program.  Our summer program is in full swing with a new theme:  The 
Armor of God. 
 This summer, our overall theme is being 
broken down into segments.  The weeks are di-
vided into characteristics of the Armor of God 
(the Helmet of Salvation, the Breastplate of 
Righteousness, the Belt of Truth, the Sword of 
the Spirit, the Shield of Faith, and the Shoes of 
Peace).  Stories have been selected to promote 
these characteristics.  Some of the stories include 
Zacchaeus, David and Saul, Jacob and Esau, Han-
nah, Noah, and Jesus Calms the Storm.  The students are having a blast with the 
different activities so far and are excited for the rest of the summer. 
 Before we know it, school will be starting and it will be time for our after-
school program to resume.  The plans for that program are starting to take shape 
and we are working on choosing a theme.  Many of the children are already excited 
to see what is in store for them in the upcoming school year.  We are keeping them 
in suspense a little longer, but they are looking forward to seeing what we do! 

Items we can use: 
Postage stamps 

White copy paper 

Mailing labels 
Envelopes 

Paper towels 
Toilet paper 

Paper cups, plates, 

napkins 
Plastic forks, spoons 

Birthday gifts all 
ages (especially  

older elementary 

and middle school 
students) 

Pictures: 1st page top—Our 2021 gradu-
ates.  Bottom—All students enjoyed mak-
ing and eating ice cream in a bag as a 4th 
of July treat.  2nd page top—2nd & 3rd 
grade made and modeled their own “Belts 
of Truth”.  Bottom left—Middle school bak-
ing Challah bread.  Bottom right—PreK-1st 
grade created their own “monsters” to go 
with a math activity. 


