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Our Vision: 

To make God’s love visible in the Henry 

Fork community by being a positive  

Christian presence. 

  M A Y  2 0 2 2 

Find out more about the ministries of the Henry Fork Service Center at www.henryforkcenter.org,  

henryforkcenter@gmail.com, or 540-483-2819. We look forward to hearing from you! 

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM JESSICA 
     But Jesus called the children to Him and said, “Let the little children come to me, for the kingdom of God  
belongs to such as these.—Luke 18:16 

  

 I was fortunate enough not to grow up in the “children should be seen 
and not heard” era.  My grandparents, and even my parents somewhat, were 
not so fortunate.  My whole life, I have heard stories about the expectations of 
childhood behavior during this time in their lives.  I can’t imagine how hard that 
would have been for me.  I have always been a fairly quiet individual, except 
around family and close friends.  I’m sure there were times my parents and 
grandparents wished they could see and not hear me, but I was not silenced.  I 
was allowed to share my thoughts and stories and talk about my day.  I imagine 
this is what the children experienced when Jesus called to them.  I can picture 
them sitting at His knee, holding a conversation that they were allowed to    
participate in.  What a special memory those children must have had! 

 I have two sons of my own; one is fifteen and the other is nine.  There are days when I am so exhausted 
and just want a few minutes of peace and quiet.  I have to remember that, just because I am tired, that does 
not mean my boys are, especially my youngest.  Sometimes they are telling me things I have heard over and 
over again.  I have to be patient and let them talk.  I know I will miss it when they are all grown up and living 
on their own.  It is hard sometimes, but I try to remember how patient and inviting Jesus was to the children.  If 
He can show that much love and compassion to someone else’s child, I can certainly do it for my own! 
 I think at times, we, as adults, forget what it is like to be children.  We forget that the world is a big and 
wondrous place, full of new things to discover.  The questions that children ask are not to annoy us; they are just 
trying to figure the world out and entrusting us to help them on that journey.  Being with the Henry Fork     
children helps keep that in perspective.  We get all kinds of crazy questions.  We do our best to answer them       
because we know we are helping to shape young minds.  We hear stories about the children’s lives.  We learn 
from them as much as they learn from us.  It is a precious situation and one I 
am eternally thankful to be a part of. 
 Reflecting on the conversations with my children, both my biological 
and “my” Henry Fork children, I am grateful that Jesus set the example.  He 
paved the way for us to know that it is not only okay, but essential to let the 
little children come.  I hope we can all follow His lead and be the person who 
takes the time to listen to our children.  After all, they are our future. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
1)  Assist with beautification of the campus (weeding flower beds, painting, mow-

ing, etc.) 
2) Birthday party goodies each month.  Cupcakes or other treats for 50 students 

and staff. 

If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, please let us know.  You may call the office at 540-483-2819 or send 
an email to henryforkcenter@gmail.com.  Please provide your first and last name and the email address you would like 
your newsletter sent to. 
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Our Mission is to share God’s love with the children, youth and adults in the Henry Fork  

community  by  nurturing and  transforming the mind, body, and spirit. 

Christian Education News 
       It is hard to believe that the school year has ended and our summer program is 
getting ready to start.  We wrapped up the year by focusing on the stories of Jesus’s 
teachings and miracles.  Our last day of programming was a fun day with yummy        
popsicles! 
 Our summer program begins June 1st.  The theme this year is “Jesus is Our An-
chor.”  The stories will focus on ways that Jesus keeps his followers “anchored” to God.  
Some stories include Jesus Blesses the Children, The Woman at the Well, Jesus Walks on 
Water, and Jesus and Zacchaeus.  The staff are in the process of planning stories, crafts 
and other activities to coordinate with each weekly theme.  They are also planning lots 
of fun academic enrichment activities and looking at potential field trips.  It is all coming 
together nicely and promises to be a great summer. 
 We have been blessed by the generosity of our many supporters.  Because of 
you, we have lots of materials to use for activities and projects.  Thank you to everyone 
who has donated materials, time, and funds to our ministry.  We couldn’t do this with-
out your support.  If anyone has a special talent they would like to share with our chil-
dren, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  We love having visitors and our children     
always enjoy the special activities. 
 May God continue to bless and enrich each of your lives. 
 

  

Items we can use: 
Postage stamps 

Mailing labels 
Envelopes 

Paper towels 
Paper cups, plates, 

napkins 

Plastic forks, spoons 
Birthday gifts for 

all ages  
Trash bags (13, 30, 

39 gallon) 

Tape refills 
All-purpose cleaner 
White cardstock 

Pictures: 1st page top—Students enjoy time in the sandbox.   
Bottom—PreK-1st grade students spend time reading.  2nd page 
left—2nd & 3rd grade students made a food craft, and then ate it 
all!.  Middle—Enjoying the outdoor space.  Right—4th & 5th grade 
students take a reading break.. 


