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Our Vision: 

To make God’s love visible in the Henry 

Fork community by being a positive  

Christian presence. 

  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1 

Find out more about the ministries of the Henry Fork Service Center at www.henryforkcenter.org,  

henryforkcenter@gmail.com, or 540-483-2819. We look forward to hearing from you! 

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM JESSICA 
     “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.”—2 Corinthians 9:15 
  

 This is the time of year when we all begin focusing on the things in life that we are thankful for.  Children 
are asked to share in Sunday school and school classrooms.  Pastors use this for sermon topics.  Social media is 
full of “Things I’m Thankful for…” posts.  So, in keeping with tradition, what are you thankful for? 
 The children and youth in my church recently had a bonfire that 
my family attended.  During a devotional time, the children and parents 
shared one thing they are thankful for.  Family was at the top of the list, 
including my own.  I am thankful for my two sons, even on days they 
test my patience.  I am thankful for my husband, who can also test my 
patience.  I am thankful for my parents, grandparents, and the rest of 
my extended family.  But does it really stop there?  The answer is a re-
sounding “NO!” 
 We all have different families, and not all are blood relatives.  I 
have friends as close to me as family.  There is my church family and my 
work family, both of whom are very important in my life.  And then 
there is my extended Henry Fork Center family.  This includes all the 
children, past or present, who have entered our midst, all the parents, staff, Board members, volunteers, and 
supporters.  You are all part of my Godly family and I am thankful for each and every one of you.  You are all 
special and deserve to know you are appreciated. 
 As we celebrate the holidays this year, I hope we can all take time to reflect on what we are thankful for 
in life and the reason we celebrate to begin with.  I hope we can remember to thank God for His greatest gift to 
us: Jesus.  May we not forget that Jesus is our reason to celebrate, even among the hustle and bustle of decorat-
ing and shopping and making plans with family and friends.  Let us not forget our family in Christ as well.  Even 
the ones we have not been fortunate enough to meet in person, I pray we take time to remember them in our 
hearts.  I am trying to be intentional each day to reserve time for this in prayer.  So, as my brothers and sisters in 
Christ, I want each of you to know that I care for you, I appreciate you, and you are in my prayers.  May you all 
have a wonderful holiday season! 
  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
1)  Assist with beautification of the 

campus (weeding flower beds, 
painting, mowing, etc.) 

2) Birthday party goodies each 
month.  Cupcakes or other treats 
for 50 students and staff. 

3) Lead a special craft or activity 
with students. 

If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, please let us know.  You may call the office at 540-483-2819 or send 
an email to henryforkcenter@gmail.com.  Please provide your first and last name and the email address you would like 
your newsletter sent to. 

New Mailing Address 
Please note our new mailing address is: 

Henry Fork Service Center 

71 Sandridge Rd. 
Rocky Mount, VA 24151. 
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Our Mission is to share God’s love with the children, youth and adults in the Henry Fork  

community  by  nurturing and  transforming the mind, body, and spirit. 

Christian Education News 
       It does not seem possible that we are already almost hallway through the 
school year.  Before we know it, Christmas will be here, then Easter, and we will be 
back around to summer again.  Time is flying by fast 
and we are dong our best to make the most of each 
day. 
 This fall, students have been studying the 
Old Testament.  We began with Creation and have 
moved through Genesis and Exodus.  The last few 
weeks, the focus has been on Gideon, Solomon, 
and Elijah.  Some of the activities included painted 
swords (made out of cardboard, of course), raven 
snack pouches, and tissue paper torches.  Each of the activities allowed students to 
be creative and they had a blast with it. 
 Topics have now moved to Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The focus has been 
on why we are thankful and the real reason for the season.  As we move through this 
time, it will be fun to see what activities the teachers have in store.  Following the 
holiday season, we will be studying the healing and teaching stories of Jesus.  Plans 
for those are just starting to take shape and we are excited to see the outcome. 
 Thank you to each and every one of you for your gifts of time, monetary sup-
port, and supplies.  Thank you for your prayers and love.  It 
is your kindness and generosity that helps us continue our 
ministry.  You are vital to our success and we appreciate 
you! 

Items we can use: 
Postage stamps 

White copy paper 

Mailing labels 
Envelopes 

Paper towels 
Toilet paper 

Paper cups, plates, 

napkins 
Plastic forks, spoons 
Birthday gifts for 

all ages  
Trash bags (13, 30, 

39 gallon) 
Tape refills 

Pictures: 1st page top—Students reenacted receiving “manna” from 
God.  Bottom—Students each made a replica of David’s slingshot.  
2nd page top—PreK-1st students used marshmallows and toothpicks 
to build the Tower of Babel (and then ate the leftover marshmallows).  
Bottom middle—2nd & 3rd students built individual Jacob’s ladders.  
Bottom right—Older elementary and middle school students selected 
and painted Prayer Rocks to share with loved ones. 


