
 

 

Our Vision: 

To make God’s love visible in the Henry 

Fork community by being a positive  

Christian presence. 

  N O V E M B E R 2 0 2 2 

Find out more about the ministries of the Henry Fork Service Center at www.henryforkcenter.org,  

henryforkcenter@gmail.com, or 540-483-2819. We look forward to hearing from you! 

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM JESSICA 
  “When I started counting my blessings, my whole life turned around.”—Willie Nelson 

  
 As much as I hate to admit it, we, as humans, are selfish.  Oh, we try to be self-
less and giving, but who among us can honestly say we could, or would, give up eve-
rything we have for someone else?  I couldn’t; I admit it.  I have come to enjoy the 
things I have in life.  I am blessed with a job I love, a roof over my head, and food in 
my belly.  I have a wonderful husband and two amazing sons.  We may not have the 
biggest and best of everything, but we have plenty.  If I am being completely honest, I 
would struggle to give these things, and more, up. 
 Now my next question for myself, and others, is this:  You don’t want to give all 
of your luxuries up, but do you show gratitude for them like you should?  For me, the 
answer is embarrassingly no.  Don’t get me wrong.  I am extremely thankful for all that I have.  I know there 
are many out there that are much less fortunate than me.  I just don’t always show how thankful I am.  This is 
where our selfishness comes in.  We get so wrapped up in the hustle and bustle of our lives that we forget to 
take the time to simply say “Thank you.”  Everything we have is because of God.  We should all take time to 
remember to count our blessings, no matter how big or small, and thank God for those blessings.   
 During this time of year when our hearts and minds are turning toward the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
seasons, it is much easier to remember to be thankful and to express our gratitude.  But what about the rest of 
the year?  It is so simple to just go around making excuses not to do it.  We have commitments that take up our 
time.  We have family and friends, church and work.  But these things are ours because God graciously allowed 

us to have a good life.  It is vital that we remember that and embrace it, 
not just during the holidays, but all year long.  I challenge all of us, begin-
ning with myself, to take the harder road and remember to not only be 
thankful all year long, but to express gratitude for all we have and all we 
are.  When we can do that regularly, hopefully it will become a normal 
part of our daily lives.  Maybe then we can be like Willie Nelson and our 
lives can be changed by counting our blessings. 
 
 

  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
1)  Assist with beautification of the campus (weeding flower beds, 

painting, mowing, etc.) 
2) Birthday party goodies each month.  Cupcakes or other treats for 

40 students and staff. 
3) Lead a special craft or activity with students. 

If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, please email henryforkcenter@gmail.com or call the office at 540-
483-2819 .  Please provide your first and last name and the email address you would like your newsletter sent to. 

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP? 
We have felt the pull of the economy on our budget.  Times are tough for everyone, but if you are looking for a way to 

help Henry Fork Center, please consider making us part of your Thanksgiving and Christmas donations.  If every church/
unit helps, we can come closer to meeting our budget for 2022.  We appreciate each and everyone one of you! 
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Our Mission is to share God’s love with the children, youth and adults in the Henry Fork  

community  by  nurturing and  transforming the mind, body, and spirit. 

Christian Education News 
 

    It’s hard to believe we are almost through with 2022 and gearing up for 2023, but 
here we are!  Another year has flown by and we are getting ready to start all over again.  
Where does the time go?  It seems like we were just getting ready to celebrate the begin-
ning of the year and now it’s almost over. 
 Programming at Henry Fork Center is going very well.  For the fall, students stud-
ied several of the Old Testament prophets.  Some of these included Hosea, Jeremiah, 
Obadiah, and Ezekiel, just to name a few.  Although the stories proved challenging, the 
children seemed to enjoy the lessons and the activities that went along with them.  This 
just goes to show that easy is not always best!  They rose to the challenge and learned 
something new about the prophets each week that they could share with their family and 
friends. 
 We are now focusing on Thanksgiving and the Christmas story.  Students and staff 
alike are looking forward to all the holiday happenings and activities.  It is looking like we 
will have many fun-filled days ahead.  The excitement grows each day and the building is a 
happy place each afternoon.  The children are anticipating all the good things that the 
holidays bring and the time to spend it with their loved ones. 
 Thank you so very much to everyone who has offered resources, time, and pray-
ers.  Your generosity and Christian love help keep our ministry going strong.  We are so 
thankful for each of you and for all you do for us throughout the year. 

Items we can use: 
Postage stamps 
Mailing labels 

Envelopes 
Paper towels 

Paper cups, plates 

Plastic forks, 
spoons 

Birthday gifts for 
all ages  

Trash bags (13, 30, 

39 gallon) 
Kitchen knives 

(peelers, slicers, 
large slicers) 

Pictures: 1st page top—2nd & 3rd grade 
students participated in a cooking activi-
ty. Bottom—PreK-1st grade students 
enjoy indoor play on a rainy day.  2nd 
page left—Students take advantage of 
the playground on sunny afternoons.  
Middle—5th-8th graders assisted young-
er students in a snack craft.  Right—
Students use their creativity during a 
Bible lesson craft. 


