Our Vision:
To make God’s love visible in the Henry
Fork community by being a positive
Christian presence.
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LISA’S LINES—Where did summer go?
“So be careful to live your life wisely, not foolishly. Take advantage of every opportunity…” Ephesians 5: 15-16
What a summer!!! The summer went fast, and summer went well, and here we are
beginning the Afterschool program for the 2018-19 school year. Where did the summer go?
The summer was fruity! Our Christian education focused on the fruits of the Spirit,
and paired each characteristic with a fruit. Our students made strawberry shortcake, watermelon smoothies, peach cobbler, cherry cookie cups, and apple tacos. They also enjoyed fresh and canned fruits and vegetables all summer long through the Summer Feeding Program though the VA Dept. of Education. The summer was also enriched by daily
devotions each week shared by Rev. Will Waller, Rev. Matthew Ricks, and Pastor Russon Bibbs; we appreciated their
insights and spending time with our students during our morning gatherings.
The summer was watery. Because of your camperships, our students learned how to kayak, canoe, and paddleboard at Fairystone State Park and Smith Mountain Lake Community Beach. They started hesitantly, but by the end of
the summer were paddling with confidence and enthusiasm. They had learned another new skill that they can use
throughout their lives, and not a single kayak or canoe capsized in the lake!
The summer meant new friendships and deeper relationships. We “promote” our students in June so they can
spend the summer with their new classmates. Children of all ages met new friends, shared together in learning and
play, and deepened the relationships with students in their same grade level. Nine students participated in Children’s
Bible Camp, and enjoyed a week of music, devotions, and growing in God’s love. The staff also grew as we shared new
activities, became more aware of the fruits of the Spirit in our lives, and stretched our skills and abilities.
The summer meant experiencing God’s faithfulness. We had van problems – from overheating (again) to a
blown tire on the end of the summer field trip; we made it safely on bicycles through Washington DC – even though the
people on the sidewalk thought we should ride in the street and the people in the street thought we should be on the
sidewalk; and staff experienced family issues – the death of a father, the illness of a grandmother, illness, and issues of
child safety. Throughout the hardships, we were reminded that God was with us, sometimes developing patience and
self-control, sometimes providing helping hands when needed, and always leading us with the Holy Spirit.
Your support of time, talents, and resources continue to enable us to “make God’s love visible in the Henry
Fork community.” We were blessed with school supplies, paper products, bread products,
hand soap, birthday presents, and other gifts. We celebrated paying off the mortgage with a
Fire and Ice Party on August 13, 2018, and are looking forward to purchasing a much newer 15
passenger van for transporting students. Thank you for including Henry Fork Service Center in
your giving, enabling us to fulfill our mission.
Lisa Nichols, Director
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Reading and completing homework with elementary
students from 3:30—4:15 Monday—Wednesday afternoons. Contact Jessica Hunt at 540-483-2819
2) Charity Home Tour weekend—October 5-7, 2018. We
need room hostesses, dock workers, and traffic volunteers. Contact Deb at deb.broadwater@gmail.com
3) Yard work around the campus including mowing,
weed-eating, and caring for our garden spaces.
1)

Find out more about the ministries of the Henry Fork Service Center at www.henryforkcenter.org,
henryforkcenter@cs.com, or 540-483-2819. We look forward to hearing from you!
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Our Mission is to share God’s love with the children, youth and adults in the Henry Fork
community by nurturing and transforming the mind, body. and spirit.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 2018-19
It is hard to believe another summer has come and gone and we are already into the 2018-2019 school
year! We said goodbye to some of our older students who “graduated” our program and hello to many new
students. It is shaping up to be a great year!
This year we will be taking a journey through the Bible. For the fall program, we will start with the Old
Testament and the story of Creation, spending time discovering how God made the world and all the living
things within it. We will then move to Noah’s Ark and the story of Jacob and Esau. Students will have the opportunity to look at the choices that Noah had (listen to God’s instructions or not) and the choices both Jacob
and Esau made and how those choices shaped their lives. Joseph, Moses, and Joshua will
come next, with Ruth and Naomi after that. We will then finish out the pre-holiday season Items we can use:
with David, Esther, Daniel, and Jonah. We will spend a short week on Thanksgiving and
Bottled water
discussing the things that we are most thankful for. Then we will move into the Christmas
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season and studies. Wow! It will be here before you know it. Our students love the stoNon Bleach cleanries and looking forward to hearing more about the Bible.
ing supplies
Thank you for all of your prayers and contributions. Without these, our program
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could not be the success it is. You are a blessing to Henry Fork and its children!
Staplers
Jessica Hunt, Program Director
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Pictures front page: 2nd & 3rd grade students at SML Community Beach, Board of Directors at Fire and Ice Mortgage
Burning, and Joanna Cruz getting ready to serve lunch. Left
and right: Trinity UMC members building ramps and VBS;
Above: 4th & 5th graders learning Chinese characters.

